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ON CLIMATE
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Gl b l Cli t Ch I tGlobal Climate Change Impacts 
in the United States (2009)

• 9 regions
• 7 sectors
• an ‘agenda for science’

• Some focus on AdaptationSome focus on Adaptation





Not possible to address climate change impacts 
and responses for each sector at local regionaland responses for each sector at local, regional, 
and national scales on an ongoing basis

Instead…

NRC 200 “ i l i f l l dNRC, 2007: “using analysis of large-scale trends 
and identification of priority issues as the context 
for focused smaller scale impacts and responsefor focused, smaller-scale impacts and response 
assessments at the regional or local level.”



Core competencies and focus areas:

• Data access and transparency

• Modeling, including downscaling

• Research and other activities, e.g. attribution 
services

• Communication, education



Next steps (April 2010):

• RISAs and RCCs now proposing their 
activities for Assessment servicesactivities for Assessment services

• Establishing technical support unit

• Actively working on strategic plan for National 
A tAssessment

• Engaging in data model web infrastructureEngaging in data, model, web infrastructure 
planning, including workshops



Engagement Strategy

• Discussion Support

• Focus on Your Audience

• Join Communication and AssessmentsJoin Communication and Assessments



Regional Engagement EducationRegional Engagement, Education, 
and Service Delivery y

• How do you assess stakeholder needs/wants 
for climate information?for climate information? 
– What new/innovative methods should we be 

using?using?

– In what real‐world contexts (e.g., national security, 
human health, public safety, economics, politics,human health, public safety, economics, politics, 
etc.) do you/can we engage audiences and extend 
climate information?



Regional Engagement EducationRegional Engagement, Education, 
and Service Delivery 

• What methods do you/should we use to 
disseminate climate information?disseminate climate information?

• How do you/should we address the issues 
related to the uncertain nature of climate?related to the uncertain nature of climate?
– How do/should we deal with the uncertainties 

related to the science of (and predictions relatedrelated to the science of (and predictions related 
to) climate phenomena?

– How do/should we deal with skeptical audiencesHow do/should we deal with skeptical audiences 
when extending climate information?



Regional Engagement EducationRegional Engagement, Education, 
and Service Delivery 

• What are your sources of climate information? 
– Has this information “informed” decision‐making?Has this information informed  decision making?

– What information seems to be lacking?

• Discuss opportunities relative to the other• Discuss opportunities relative to the other 
sectors meeting concurrently.


